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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:   June 6, 2025 

 

TO: The Honorable Members of the Delaware General Assembly 
 

FROM: Ann C. Fisher, Chairperson 

  GACEC 

 

RE: House Bill No. 118 Exceptional Care for Children (ECC) Nursing Facility Quality 

Assessment Exemption 

 

The Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) has reviewed House Bill No. 118, which 

would allow Exceptional Care for Children (ECC) to be paid the pediatric rate for the adults it will serve 

through its new Bridge Unit (currently under construction). The Bridge Unit will allow ECC to help a small 

number of individuals, who turn 21 while in ECC care, with the transition from a pediatric setting to an adult 

setting.   The bill is not clear as to how long this transition would last. Council would like to ask several 

questions of the sponsors of this legislation, as there are some concerns that need to be addressed. We would 

like to discuss the following questions: 

 

1. The bill does not clearly establish that only individuals who have been residents as children can remain 

at ECC into adulthood and be paid for under pediatric rates. Please clarify. 

  

2. It is unclear why ECC cannot just claim the adult nursing home per diem for adult residents. Council 

questions why this is the case.  

  

3. The bill places no limit on the age or duration of adult stays.  Please provide additional information. 

   

4. What comparable investment is Delaware doing into community based services for this demographic?  

How does Delaware intend to demonstrate Olmstead and community integration compliance otherwise?  

 

5. What processes will be in place to ensure that the transition from ECC to other settings that meet the 

individual’s needs will be explored? 

 

6. Will the Bridge Unit encourage the engagement of families in care planning as ECC pediatric services 

currently encourage families to be engaged? 
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Thank you for your consideration of our requests for additional information. We look forward to working with 

you on issues affecting the disability community. Please feel free to contact me or Pam Weir at the GACEC 

office should you have any questions on disability issues or our requests. 

 

  

 


