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Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC)
516 West Loockerman St., Dover, DE  19904

302-739-4553 (voice)   302-739-6126 (fax)   http://www.gacec.delaware.gov
MEMORANDUM

DATE:
 
May 25, 2016
TO:
The Honorable Members of the Delaware General Assembly
FROM:
Robert D. Overmiller, Chairperson


GACEC
RE:

House Bill No. 302 (Penalties for Texting and Hand-Held Phone Use While Driving)
The Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) has reviewed House Bill No. 302, which would increase penalties for using an electronic communication device while a vehicle is in motion and authorize the imposition of points for second or subsequent offenses. Council endorses the proposed legislation.

Under current law, a driver using an electronic communication device while a vehicle is in motion is subject to a $50 civil penalty for a first offense and $100-$200 civil penalty for a subsequent offense.  No points are assessed.   House Bill No. 302 would increase penalties to a $100 civil penalty for a first offense and $200-$300 civil penalty for subsequent offense.   It would also authorize imposition of points for second or subsequent offenses.   

Drivers on Delaware roads are routinely observed openly violating the law.   The $50 civil penalty is so modest that there is little deterrent effect.   The penalty for a first offense in neighboring states is as follows: Maryland - $500 fine; New Jersey - $100 fine; and Pennsylvania - $50 fine.    An April 12, 2016 News Journal article observes that 18 states add points after a first offense.  

Driving while texting or using a hand-held device greatly increases the risk of accidents and injuries.   A Federal Communications Commission (FCC) article noted that driver distraction causes 18% of all fatal crashes and 11% of drivers aged 18-20 who survived a crash admitted they were sending or receiving texts when they crashed.   See also May 4, 2016 News Journal article, “Simulator shows texting danger”.   

Thank you for your time and consideration of our observations.  Please feel free to contact me or Wendy Strauss should you have any questions on our endorsement of this legislation.




