July 20, 2016
Tina Shockley

Education Associate – Policy Advisor

Department of Education

401 Federal Street, Suite 2

Dover, DE  19901

RE:
20 DE Reg. 9/14 DE Admin. Code 255 [DOE Proposed Public, Private and Nonpublic School Definitions Regulation (July 1, 2016)] 

Dear Ms. Shockley:

The Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) has reviewed the Department of Education (DOE) proposal to modify its regulation defining types of schools.   Council would like to share two observations.
First, in §2.0, the definition of “charter school” generally conforms to statute.  See 14 Del.C. §503.   However, the DOE may wish to embellish the definition to conform to another DOE regulation, 14 DE Admin Code 2.0, which recites as follows:

“Charter School” means a non-home based full time public school that is operated in an approved physical plant under a charter granted by, or transferred to the Department with the approval of the State Board for the personal physical attendance of all students.

[emphasis supplied]

The underlined language clarifies that a charter school cannot be an Internet or Cyber school with students participating from remote locations.   The proposed definition omits this limitation.   The DOE could consider the following amendment: 

“Charter School” means a non-homebased public school including two or more of grade kindergarten through twelve, operated in an approved physical plant for the personal physical attendance of all students, which is managed by a board of directors.

Second, in §2.0, the definition of “Reorganized School District or School District”, includes the following sentence: “This definition may also include vocational/technical school districts.”  This creates ambiguity.  Either Vo-tech districts are included in the definition or not.   Reciting that Vo-tech districts “may” be included in the definition will lead to confusion and a lack of clarity.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments.  Please contact me or Wendy Strauss at the GACEC office if you have any questions on our observations and recommendations. 

Sincerely,
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Dafne A. Carnright
Chairperson
DAC:kpc

CC:
Dr. Steven H. Godowsky, Secretary of Education
Dr. Teri Quinn Gray, State Board of Education

Mr. Chris Kenton, Professional Standards Board

Mary Ann Mieczkowski, Department of Education
Matthew Korobkin, Department of Education

Terry Hickey, Esq.

Valerie Dunkle, Esq.
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