










October 29, 2013



Sharon L. Summers
Planning & Policy Development Unit
Division of Social Services
1901 North DuPont Highway
P. O. Box 906 
New Castle, DE  19720-0906


RE:  DSS Proposed TANF State Plan Amendment Regulation [17 DE Reg. 406 (10/01/13)]
 

Dear Ms. Summers:
 
The Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) has reviewed the Division of Social Services (DSS) proposal to amend its Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) State Plan.  The GACEC endorses the proposed changes since they are designed to implement federal requirements and are essentially “housekeeping” measures; however, the Council would like to share the following observations. 

First, the Plan is being updated to afford partners in a same gender marriage the same program rights, benefits, responsibilities and obligations as different gendered marriage partners as mandated by the enactment of the Civil Marriage Equality and Religious Freedom Act of 2013 in Delaware.   The proposed amendment is straightforward and summarizes the effect of the new law.

Second, federal legislation requires states which issue electronic benefits to have policies to discourage TANF recipients from conducting a benefit transfer transaction in liquor stores, casinos, and adult oriented entertainment venues.   In response to the federal requirement, DSS is adding a provision confirming that it does not issue TANF benefits electronically.  Rather it issues checks via PNC bank.   DSS confirms that, if it converts to an electronic benefit system in the future, it will amend the TANF Plan to include safeguards against transactions in liquor stores, casinos, and adult oriented entertainment venues.

Third, there is a federal requirement that the TANF Plan include methods to reduce out of wedlock births.   DSS is adding a program to the section describing such efforts.  Specifically, DSS notes that the Jobs for Delaware Graduates (JDG) program provides services to needy children attending middle schools in Delaware which target multiple objectives, including reducing the number of out of wedlock/teen pregnancies.   

Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing our observations.  Please feel free to contact me or Wendy Strauss should you have any questions.

Sincerely,



Terri A. Hancharick
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairperson
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CC:	Ms. Elaine Archangelo, DSS







