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Governor's Advisory Council for 
Exceptional Citizens
Disability History and Awareness Month
	Happy Fall From GACEC
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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2011

The year has brought us many successes. On August 17, 2011, Governor Jack Markell signed House Bill 123 at the Can Do Playground in Wilmington.  HB 123 designates October as Disability History and Awareness Month in Delaware.  This legislation encourages all schools to include lessons and programs to promote disability history and awareness.  Two other bills to promote dignity and inclusion for people with disabilities were also signed that day.  HB 91 requires that all NEW state laws, regulations and publications show respectful language for people with disabilities. HB 214 requires changes to the language in current state codes.
·  “The only disability in life is a bad attitude.” - Scott Hamilton
· Calling All Artists
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Don’t miss the annual Disability History and Awareness Month poster contest.  This year GACEC will once again host a poster contest for all Delaware public and charter school students.  The students are asked to design a poster centered on the idea of disability history and awareness.  The winners in each category will be invited to a luncheon with Lt. Governor Matt Denn or Governor Jack Markell and other dignitaries.  Please check out our website http://gacec.delaware.gov/   for more information on how to enter.  
Entry deadline is October 31, 2011.
· “Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.”  Thomas Edison
The Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens is a state organization that provides advocacy and advice to ensure that the human service needs of people with disabilities of all ages are met. 
This is the first of many newsletters we will be sending out during the month of October.  Please look forward to future issues with more news.  –Wendy Strauss
GACEC

George V. Massey Station

516 W. Loockerman Street

Dover, DE 19904

302.739.4553
	FYI…

2011 Boardwalk Buddy Walk & Buddy Fest

Fri. & Sat, October 7th, 8th
The Rehoboth Beach Boardwalk Buddy Walk will take place on Saturday, October 8.  The Buddy Fest will take place on Friday, October 7 as well as Saturday, and will include fun events both Friday evening and all day Saturday.  Each dollar raised by participants will help the Boardwalk Buddy Walk (BWBW) Fund provide services to enhance the quality of life for individuals living with Down syndrome and their families.

The Buddy Fest includes special events on Friday evening and all day Saturday.  

· Buddy Up Party at the Dewey Beach Lions Club Community center from    5-8pm Friday.

· Buddy Blast & Buddy Hop at the Rehoboth Beach Bandstand on Saturday from 10a.m to 12pm.

· Buddy Fiesta at Mariachi’s Restaurant, Wilmington Ave, Rehoboth.  Saturday from 5:30-8 pm.  Fifteen percent of the night’s proceeds will be donated back to BWBW.
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Governor's Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) is bringing back "KIDS ON THE BLOCK"

 

Viewing a Kids on the Block puppet show performance is an unforgettable educational experience. The puppet “kids” vividly and effectively model relationships between people, both with and without disabilities, by using frank and often humorous communication of facts and feeling between the puppet characters and the audience. 

Mark Riley, who represents a child with Cerebral Palsy, was the first puppet character created to fill the need of children with disabilities to have their non-disabled peers understand and accept them. Through Mark Riley, the children learned about Cerebral Palsy and began asking questions directly to Mark. The Kids on the Block, Inc., was launched due to this enthusiastic response. The program continues to grow, and offers programs on topics ranging from Cerebral Palsy, Blindness and Learning Disabilities and will soon introduce Bullying, Social Issues and other topics.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer puppeteer or would like a program at your school or organization, please contact Jill Ripley at  dekidsontheblock@gmail.com or 302-331-3069 or GACEC at 302-739-4553
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